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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action is responsive to the document, filed 07/14/03. 

t 

Claims 1-36 are pending in this application, claims 1-36 are elected from original claims 
1-49, and claims 1,15-17, 22, and 29 are independent claims. This action is made non-final. 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election with traverse of Group I (claims 1-36), filed 1 1/09/07, is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors 
in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP § 818.03(a)). Therefore, the requirement for restriction is proper and hereby made 
FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
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invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 

and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

3. Claims 1-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keane et al. 

("Keane", U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0003342 Al). 

As to claims 1, 17, 22, and 29, Keane teaches an image forming apparatus comprising: 
a storing section for storing data in a storage medium (e.g., storages 20 and 22 of fig. 1 A, 

1, and [0050], [0052]); 

an image forming section for forming and printing an image based on data (e.g., figs. 41 

and 4k); 

a connector to which a communication terminal is connected (e.g., computer(s) connects 
with servers via Internet, [0047-0050]); 

a. communication control section for controlling the communication terminal connected to 
the connector (a browser interface is used to operate the printing processes, e.g., [0056], [0067- 
0068]), and 

communicating with a server for managing data of various information on a network 
(e.g., Print Job Managing System 10, [0048-0050]); 

. an obtaining section for obtaining desired first data and second data from the server (e.g., 
[0068-0069], and figs. 41-k); and 

a first selecting section for selecting an output state of the first data and the second data 
obtained by the obtaining section (e.g., [0068-0069], and figs. 41-m); and 

wherein the apparatus provides the first data and the second data in the output state 
selected by the first selecting section (e.g., [0068-0069], and figs. 41-m); 
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although, Keane teaches the print job control can be run on personal computers or other 
electronic devices (e.g., [0048], and figs. 1-la-b). Keane does not clearly teach that the terminal 
is a portable terminal. It is well known and would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art at time of the invention to use portable/mobile devices such as a Laptop, PDA, Palm, or 
cell phone, etc. because these mobile/portable devices is fully capable of perform a similar 
functions as the personal computers or other electronic devices as mentioned above in order to 
provide more convenience to the user when using and carrying the mobile/portable device in 
travel, out of the job sites/offices/countries, etc. 

As to claim 2, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first selecting section 
selects a first output state for storing the first data and the second data in the storage medium, 
and the storing section stores the first data and the second data in the storage medium (e.g., 
storages 20 and 22 of fig. 1A, 1, and [0050], [0052]; [0068-0069], and figs. 41-m). 

As to claim 3, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first selecting section 
selects a second output state for storing the first data in the storage medium and printing the 
second data in a predetermined print condition predetermined by the apparatus, the storing 
section stores the first data in the storage medium, and the image forming section prints the 
second data in the predetermined print condition predetermined by the apparatus (e.g., [0097- 
0099]). 

As to claim 4, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first selecting section 
selects a third output state for storing the first data in the storage medium and printing the second 
data in a desired print condition, the storing section stores the first data in the storage medium, 
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and the image forming section prints the second data in the desired print condition (Design 
Studio, e.g., [0069-0070]). 

As to claim 5, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 3, further comprising a post- 
processing section for performing post-processing to printed matter obtained by forming and 
printing the image based on the second data by the image forming section (e.g., [0068-0069], and 
figs. 41-m). 

As to claim 6, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 4, further comprising a post- 
processing section for performing post-processing to printed matter obtained by forming and 
printing the image based on the second data by the image forming section (e.g., [0050], [0052]; 
[0068-0069], and figs. 41-m). 

As to claim 7, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 3, wherein the image forming section 
comprises a first image forming section and a second image forming section for forming images 
in different ways, and the apparatus further comprises a second selecting section for selecting 
any one of the first image forming section and the second image forming section as the image 
forming section for forming and printing the image based on the second data (e.g., [0050], 
[0052]; [0068-0069], and figs. 41-m). 

As to claim 8, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 4, wherein the image forming section 
comprises a first image forming section and a second image forming section for forming images 
in different ways, and the apparatus further comprises a second selecting section for selecting 
any one of the first image forming section and the second image forming section as the image 
forming section for forming and printing the image based on the second data (e.g., [0068-0069], 
and figs. 41-m). 
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As to claims 9-10, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 7, wherein the first image 
forming section forms the image according to at least an inkjet system, and the second image 
forming section forms the image according to at least an electro-photographic system (the 
examiner will take official notice of these limitations because the different kind of 
printers/presses or other printing devices can be used to perform a similar function as the printers 
of Keane). 

As to claim 1 1 , Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising a third 
selecting section for selecting any one storage medium from an optical storage medium, a 
magnetic storage medium, an optical magnetic storage and a semiconductor storage medium as 
the storage medium in which at least one of the first data and the second data are stored by the 
storing section (e.g., [0092-0097]). 

As to claim 12, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a calculating 
section for calculating a charge for provision of the first data and the second data, wherein the 
communication control section informs the server of the charge calculated by the calculating 
section by controlling the portable communication terminal (e.g., [0016]). 

As to claim 13, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first data include 
music data, and the second data include related information data comprising at least one of text 
data and image data, concerning the music data (the examiner will take official notice of these 
limitations because the different kind of data information could be retrieved from the servers via 
the Internet including music, text, document, etc.). 

As to claim 14, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 1, wherein the storing section 
attaches electronic watermark data to at least one of the first data and the second data to be stored 
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in the storage medium, when storing the at least one of the first data and the second data in the 
storage medium (the examiner will take official notice of these limitations because the different 
kind of designs could be done to the data/images/documents/files/HTML, etc.). 

As to claim 1 5, it can be rejected under a similar rationale as claim 1 above. 

As to claim 16, Keane teaches an image forming apparatus comprising: 

a storing section for storing data in a storage medium e.g., storages 20 and 22 of fig. 1 A, 
1, and [0050], [0052]); 

an image forming section for forming and printing an image based on data (e.g., figs. 41 
and 4k); 

a connector to which a portable communication terminal is connected; a communication 
control section for controlling the portable communication terminal connected to the connector, 
and communicating with a server for managing data of various information on a network; and an 
obtaining section for obtaining desired first data and second data from the server (see claim 1 
above ); 

wherein the storing section stores the first data obtained by the obtaining section in the 
storage medium, and the image forming section prints the second data obtained by the obtaining 
section in a desired print condition (Design Studio, e.g., [0069-0070]). 

As to claims 18-21, they can be rejected under a similar rationale as claims 2-4, and 13. 
Note the rejections of claims 2-4, and 13 above respectively. 

As to claim 23, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 22, wherein the image forming 
section comprises a plurality of image forming sections for forming images in different ways, 
and the apparatus further comprises a selecting section for selecting an image forming section for 



Application/Control Number: Page 8 

10/620,163 

Art Unit: 2179 

forming the image based on the provided article data from the plurality of image forming 
sections according to a rate of full-color photograph data included in the provided article data 
received by the receiving section (Design Studio, e.g., [0069-0070]). 

As to claim 24, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 22, wherein the account includes at 
least one of authentication information and identification information of the portable 
communication terminal (user login, table, [0097]). 

As to claim 25, it is similar in scope to claim 14 above. 

As to claim 26, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 22, further comprising a post- 
processing section for performing post-processing to printed matter of the image formed by the 
image forming section (see claim 5 above). 

As to claims 27-28, Keane teaches the apparatus of claim 26, wherein the post-processing 
section performs at least one of punch processing for punching a binding hole at a predetermined 
position of the printed matter, stapling processing for stapling the printed matter, trimmer 
processing for trimming the printed matter in predetermined size, pamphlet preparing processing 
for preparing a pamphlet, and biding processing for biding the printed matter simply, as the post- 
processing (Design Studio, e.g., [0063], [0068], and [0071]). 

As to claim 30, it is similar in scope to claim 23 above. 

As to claim 31, Keane teaches the system of claim 29, wherein the server further 
comprises: 

a second storage section for classifying and storing a plurality of stored article data in a 
predetermined classified condition therein (e.g., storages 20 and 22 of fig. 1A, 1, and [0050], 
[0052]; [0068-0069], and figs. 41-m); 
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a determination section for determining an extract condition for every account stored in 
the first storage section (e.g., [0092-0097]); and 

a storage control section for extracting stored article data satisfying the extract condition 
determined by the determination section, from the plurality of stored article data stored in the 
second storage section (e.g., [0092-0097]). 

As to claim 32, Keane teaches the system of claim 31, wherein the first storage section of 
the server stores an electronic mail address related to each of the accounts therein, and the server 
farther comprises a sending section for reading the electronic mail address corresponding to the 
account out of the first storage section when the storage control section completes extracting and 
storing the stored article data based on the account, and sending a predetermined electronic mail 
to the electronic mail address read (using email, e.g., [0089]). 

As to claims 33-36, they are similar in scope to claims 24-27; therefore, rejected under a 
similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T. Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

True T. Chuong 
01/18/08 
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